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WAGES POLICY — POLICE 

263. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the government’s new wages policy, specifically the increase of $1 000 per year, and the government’s 
position that it must apply to all public servants. Can the Premier explain why the United Firefighters Union of 
WA received a 1.5 per cent increase two weeks after the government’s wages policy came into effect, and why 
police officers have not been afforded the same increase? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

Just to clarify the opening statement of the Leader of the Opposition’s question, the arrangement with the 
firefighters was negotiated and concluded prior to the new wages policy being adopted. In relation to the broader 
issue, we came to office at a very difficult time for the state’s finances. As we know, we inherited 
a $3 billion deficit this financial year, and also state debt of over $33 billion, climbing to $42 billion according to 
the forward estimates we inherited. In the time since we have been in office, we have had a further 
$5.4 billion writedown in the state’s revenue, courtesy of softness in mining royalties, a loss of federal grants and 
also a $2 billion—$1.9 billion—reduction in goods and services tax revenue, courtesy of the commonwealth 
Liberal government. 

I note that as part of our ways of addressing this issue, we launched a wages policy that we think is fair and reasonable 
across the public sector. I had some support in this. On 13 June 2017, the Leader of the Opposition said — 

I did not complain about Labor’s wages policy. I actually think it is excellent. 
I want to repeat that the Leader of the Opposition said — 

I actually think it is excellent … 
That is, our wages policy. He also said this, and I quote — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Our wages policy, according to the opposition leader, makes him “jealous as hell”. He indicated 
that when he was in office, he wanted to have a wage freeze altogether. He advised Parliament on 13 June 2017 of 
this. He also said on 11 July that if — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: Why don’t you talk about what you promised? 
Mr M. McGOWAN: No. 
The SPEAKER: Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: He also indicated on 11 July that if revenue had tanked worse—to quote him—we can come 
back and recalibrate our wages policy. Does the Leader of the Opposition think that people out there in the 
community and in the press do not know what he has said before? Does he think that he can make absurd speeches 
to the crowd out there in front of Parliament and no-one knows what he said before? If he is that naive, it shows — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: If the Leader of the Opposition is that naive, it shows how unfit he is to occupy the office 
that he does. 
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